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SJS Plans to Expand Extended Day Care for Families

“St. James/Seton School is currently working in conjunction with KidZone to come up with a plan to meet the
needs of all families who wish to have extended day care services provided at the school for the 2010-2011
school year. The school is in the initial stages of obtaining a license to be able to sponsor after school care. This
will eliminate the waiting list for those families wishing to have their child participate in this program. Specifics
of the program will be posted on the SJS web site, noted in parish bulletins, and placed on Sycamore when de-
tails have been finalized.” We are very much in the planning stages at this time; however, we have discussed
the situation with Eileen Dyer, the owner of KidZone, as well as the state to determine the best way to proceed.
Plans are being made for as many as 150+ participants in the program. The format may include after school
“clubs” or activities as part of the structure. While nothing has really been decided, it does not look like we will
be providing care for those days when there is no school.

SJS wants to give a special thank you to all of the families who sent back the survey. That gave us some
very useful information as to how we design this program to best meet the needs of our families.

We’re Going Green!!!!

In an attempt to save money on all of the flyers, etc. we send home, St. James/Seton School has placed a
“Virtual Backpack” link on its web site. We will be utilizing this “Virtual Backpack™ as well as e-mail to dis-
tribute information to parents. There is a link located on the web site, as well as directly off Sycamore, that takes
you straight to the backpack. Please check it regularly for updated information.

Rather than sending flyers home in student backpacks, we’ll post the information on this Virtual Backpack web
site. This will save money and time and will help keep tuition costs down.

We are beginning with the Virtual Backpack by having a permanent information section that will read 2009-
2010 School Year. This section will contain the documents that are on-going and therefore may have a need to
be referred to during the course of the school year. Above that section there will be a section for current flyers,
information, etc. that will be updated weekly. This section will have the grade level or levels the document per-
tains to, a description of the document, and how long the document will remain active in that location. Please
note that all documents will be in PDF format and can be downloaded to your computer for saving or printing.
(That may necessitate downloading Adobe Reader which is a free program.) On the SJS external web site,
www.sjsomaha.org/, the Virtual Backpack link is located on the top bar. On Sycamore, go under Links to ac-
cess the Virtual Backpack.

Currently there is limited information located on this site. We will be increasing the amount of documents and
information located on the Virtual Backpack. A note will be e-mailed to each family reminding them to check
the Virtual Backpack. It is critical that the school has a current and updated e-mail address for each fam-
ily. If there is no e-mail address on file, obviously you will not be getting the notices. Also if you have no
access to a computer to get these e-mails and documents, let Ruth know (572-0339). While we realize this will
take some getting used to and a change of habits by all of us, we want to make this transition to streamlining our
communications in a way that is cost-effective but at the same time does not harm our communications with
parents and families.

As part of this process the plan is to begin transitioning the monthly newsletter to the Virtual Backpack rather
than copying 500 copies and sending them home. We will have field trip permission forms, parent notices, re-
minders, clinics and camps listed on the site. We have many requests each year to distribute information to our
children and families. When we have an outside request, we will ask them to provide 25 printed copies of the
information/flyer and a digital copy (or we will scan it in). We will place the digital copy on the Virtual Back-
pack site. The 25 printed copies will be placed in a kiosk outside the office door.

While this will not completely eliminate information being sent home with your child, we hope to get the
amount of information sent home in that manner greatly reduced. Some things need to be addressed in a timelier
fashion and in some cases a more direct manner. Those will be the items sent home with the children.

Mid-Quarter Grades Available on the Sycamore Site

It’s that time of the quarter when SJS teachers send mid-quarter notices. Beginning with this quarter, SJS teach-
ers will be sending mid-quarters to parents/students who have special circumstances such as a number of miss-
ing grades or those who are failing or in danger of failing. With the addition of Sycamore, parents are able to see
their child’s grades at all times thus it is not necessary to send home a quarterly written report.



http://www.sjsomaha.org/

Kindergarten Sneak Peek for 2010-2011

For those families who have incoming Kindergartners for the 2010-2011 school year, the annual Kindergarten Sneak Peek will
be held at SJS on January 15™. If you haven’t had a child in full-day Kindergarten, we highly recommend that you attend this
event to learn about the new program. The day is designed to give additional information to parents whose child was born be-
tween August 1%, 2004, and July 31%, 2006. This is for parents only and will have two available time slots: 9:30 am. — 11:00 am.
and 12:00 pm — 1:30 pm. Flyers for this event will come out in December.

Academic Scholarship Recipients

Congratulations to the four academic scholarship recipients for the 2009-2010 school year. These four young men and women
represent SJS students well. They were honored for their academics, Catholic character, application to studies and school work,
and positive attitude. The recipient of the Jake Jackson Memorial Scholarship was Aly Freeman of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Par-
ish (daughter of Gary and Susan Freeman). The Janet Jorgensen Memorial Scholarship went to John Nownes (son of John and
Maragret Nownes of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish). The third scholarship was the Kara and Nick Stangl Scholarhship that was
awarded to Connor Silvey of St. James Parish (daughter of Kurt and Penney Silvey). The fourth scholarship is given anony-
mously from a grateful donor under the name St. James/Seton Honorary Scholarship. This was given to Kayla Young (daughter
of Wayne and Heather Young) of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish. Congratulations to these fine students and to their parents.

First Reconciliation
The Second Grade students of St. James/Seton School and St. James/Seton P.R.E. will experience their first confession on Satur-
day, December 12", The event is scheduled for 9:30 am at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton and 11:30 am at St. James.

End of Quarter Two/First Semester
The second quarter of the school year ends December 18", This is also the end of the first semester. Report cards will be sent
home on Friday, January 8™.

Speech Team for 2009-2010

A very special thank you to Janis Dotzler, the staff, and parents who have volunteered to organize and run the speech team for
this year. More information will be forthcoming about this year’s plan in the newsletter, in the Virtual Backpack, and notes sent
home with the Junior High students. Please note that at this time because of the large numbers expected and the “newness” of
the organizational structure, this year’s team will only be for 7" and 8" Grade students.

H.O.P.E. and Target

Remember to use H.O.P.E. certificates for your holiday purchases. A portion of the money earned on these certificates goes

back to reduce an individual family’s tuition. Also don’t forget that when you are shopping at Target and you use your Target
credit card, SJS receives a donation from Target. These funds will be applied to the development program and the third source of
revenue. Revenue from this program will then be used to reduce any increase in the budget for the next school year. Please note
that these programs are directly working for you to help reduce the financial burden of providing your child a Catholic education
at SJS.

SPECIAL THANK YOU’S TO.......
....Peggy and Mark Phillips for providing the food for the staff at Parent Teacher conferences. Also to those who brought
soda, chips, etc.
.. The workers and patrons of the Fall Book Fair that provided many additional resources to our library.
...The room mothers and Home and School Association for the Halloween treats and parties.
.....Kim Schumacher for her outstanding leadership and abilities once again for the SOAR dinner.
...All of the individuals that helped with the Casino Night to make it a very enjoyable and profitable
evening. Also to those individuals who attended the event and help support SJS.
...All who participated in the fall Coat Drive.
...To the ladies who organized and implemented , and the children that wrote the notes to the veterans again this year.
...To those families who participated in the magazine fund-raiser drive. Even though this is provided as a service for those who
wish to renew or possibly purchase a magazine for the holidays, it does provide a small amount of revenue to the school.

In closing this Principal’s section of the newsletter, I would like to once again remind everybody about making sure the school
office has a current e-mail address for each family. This should be an address where you want to receive your school notices.

Also, I want to wish all of you a very happy holiday season. These first few months of this school year have gone amazingly
quickly. It’s an incredible joy to work with your children. May the season be blessed for you and may we all continue our work
in the spirit of Christ and of the Christmas season. TC



Did You Know...

Kindergarten classes have been preparing for Thanksgiving by learning about the first Thanksgiving, hearing stories of how the
Pilgrims and the Indians survived, shared and celebrated together, and by singing songs and reciting prayers of thanksgiving for all
that we have. The students created many fun art projects and even came together as pilgrims and Indians of today, sharing food and
activities in their classrooms. It wasn’t until president Abe Lincoln made it an official holiday ....that Thanksgiving will never be
forgotten.

Grandmothers and soldiers have patron saints! The boys and girls in K-1 are learning about many of the saints as they work on
their very own saint books. Each day a prayer is recited from the books. The students say “Pray for Us”, Amen.

Mrs. Herbig’s class enjoyed a special visit from Mrs. Koch’s Fourth Graders! The students created stories with pictures together,
played a memory match game, and shared a funny song. The new friends will visit again real soon!

Kindergarten students had some very special guests to help them learn about Native Americans. Mrs. Candy Schott and her three
children (also SJS students) Ben, Cami and Maci shared their heritage with the classes. They wore very beautiful and detailed rega-
lia as they danced. The students were amazed to learn that the Native Americans used every part of the buffalo and wasted nothing.
Thank you to the Schott family!

The First Graders have been learning about different states. They have sent a little flat boy named Stanley to many different places
on vacation. The students have been blessed to have many relatives and friends send some very interesting information about their
states and cities to them. The idea is from a series of books written by Jeff Brown. The classes have been reading the stories. They
will continue to learn about the different states.

The Fourth Grade is studying Sir Isaac Newton’s Laws of Motion in Science. The students are learning what force can do to an
object and what kinds of energy are needed to do work. Anyone had an apple fall on your head lately?

Fourth Grade Social Studies classes just finished learning about the geography, states, and state capitals of the Midwest. Next, they
will be working on the Mountain states.

During the week of November 16, Fourth Grade Classes made Advent Wreaths for the Advent season.

Congratulations to the 6" Grade Girls Competitive Volleyball Team for placing runner-up in the Parochial Athletic League end-of-
season tournament. Team members are: Megan Eastman, Aly Freeman, Maribeth Hall, Molly Kuehl, Lexie Linderman, Mallory
Matthies, Cami Schott, and Mariel Sprakel.

The 7th Grade Volleyball B Team received the PALS league championship trophy and the PALS Tournament runner up trophy.
Members of the team include Brookelynn Crosby, Emma Fisher, Emma Lonergan, Anna Morrison, Kelly Neuhaus, Bridgette Otter,
Mary Pearson, Paige Peitzmeier, Katie Schneider, Katie Weidler and Coach Nancy Pearson. Congratulations girls!

The St. James/Seton 7th Grade A Volleyball Team came home with two trophies on October 25, 2009! They are the 2009 PAL

7A Tournament Champions and also 7A League Champions. The team players are: Amy Hasenjager, Caitlyn Phillips, Kenna
Silvey, Megan Langin, Megan Majewicz, Megan Rogokos, Summer Baldwin, Samantha Swanson, and Teresa Schmidt. They were
coached by Gina Langin and Brenda Hasenjager. Congratulations Eagles!

The Scholastic Bookfair was a tremendous success!! We sold $7,800.00 in books which translates to $2,600.00 in FREE BOOKS
for our library and $1,000.00 in cash to purchase Accelerated Reader quizzes for these new books. Thanks to all who supported our
fair!

Students and their parents purchased 25 books for teacher classrooms at the fair. That is a great way to supplement the classroom
libraries for each room. (And the purchases helped the library, as well.)

Clifford, the BIG RED dog, was home sick with the Swine Flu and had to miss the bookfair!! Hopefully Clifford (and all of us) will
be feeling better by the next fair (which will be in February during the parent/teacher conferences).

Thomas Royal, Room 103, guessed the closest number during the “Animal Cracker” guessing contest at the Book Fair and won
$10.00 in free books PLUS the canister of animal crackers. Thomas’s winning guess was 140. There were actually 141 in the jar.
Congratulations to Thomas. Keep reading!!

The Nebraska Golden Sower is the Children’s Choice Award for Nebraska. Each year, only children from Nebraska are asked to
read a list of new books chosen by teachers and librarians, and then vote for their favorite one. The votes are counted in April each
year. The winning books from each category (Primary, Intermediate, and Young Adult) are announced in May. To obtain a list of
this year’s nominations, check the library website.



Did You Know...

Students in Grades Two through Eight earned 1,889 Accelerated Reader FEET in the library AR Challenge for the first quarter.
Congratulations to ALL of the great readers in our school. These students reached the 100 FOOT milepost at the end of the first
quarter and were awarded a BIG FOOT — Jared Goracke, Room 801 (100 feet even); Emma Fryda, Room 703 (311 feet); Gabby
Jonas, Rm 701 ( 100 feet even); Mary Pearson, Rm 701 (203 feet); Donovan Troshynski, Rm 702 (301 feet) Kayla Young, Rm
703 (630 feet); Molly Sambol, Rm 503 (112 feet); Jackson Bartak, Rm 403 (104 feet); and Jake McCann , Rm 401 (116 feet).
Congratulations and Keep Reading!!!

Mrs. Grace Pacana’s 4™ Year of Sewing Class started on October 17. Twenty one students enrolled for the class. There were 7
8" Graders; 8 7th Graders, and 6 6™ Graders. Seven students who participated last year re-enrolled this year and they are really
showing a lot of improvement on their sewing skills. Molly Tessmer is making another pair of pajama pants for her cousin; Alexa
Edwards is making a comfy blanket with sleeves; Mary Hilton is making another pair of pajama pants and a matching robe; Alli-
son Buser, Tori Stuckey, Amber Bridgeford are making handbags, and Kim Nguyen is making another pair of pajama pants.

The newcomers this year are : Courtney and Elizabeth Green, Connor and Kenna Silvey, Maria Mendick, Mary Pearson, Marissa
Ditoro, Cecilia Cohen, Heather Erdei, Alexis Linderman, Maddy Hubbard, Hannah Petty, Michaela Moriarty, and Taylor Price.
They are all getting use to the sewing machine and most of them have completed their first project. Good Job Everyone !!!

FALL FUNDRAISER ADD-ON

A few businesses were inadvertently left off the fall fundraiser wrap-up report. A thank you also goes out to Omaha Children’s
Museum and Fontenelle Forest for donating family passes and an extra special thank you to Placek Roofing for their cash donation
of $300.

HYVEE CASH FOR STUDENTS

St. James/Seton School will be participating in HyVee’s Cash for Students Program. Cash register receipts should be dated from
October 1, 2009 thru December 31, 2009. Hy-Vee pays $1.00 for every $150.00 dollars spent. Please forward your receipts to the
school office or there are collection boxes outside of St. Elizabeth Ann Church and St. James Church. Thanks for your support!

THANKS FROM THE CHILDREN’S FAITH FORMATION COMMITTEE
Thanks again to the 4th Grade students, parents, and teachers who sponsored the "Warm Hearts" Coat Drive. The SJS community
donated well over 100 coats to be distributed to the homeless and low-income families. Thank you for your donations!

The "Stars for Vets" made by SJS students were distributed to area Veterans. As we pause to thank Veterans for their service, we
learn to appreciate the sacrifices that these brave people have made, and are still making, for our sake. The Vets appreciate your
thoughts and prayers!

In observance of All Saints Day, students created badges to wear in honor of their favorite Saint. As we follow the example of the
Saints, we work to build up our community through prayers and acts of charity. Keep up the good work SJS!!!

COUNSELING

WHAT IS THE SOCIAL SKILL OF THE MONTH?

Grades K-2 Sharing
Let the other person use the item first.
Ask if you can use it later.
When you get to use it, offer it back to the other person after you have used it.

Grades 3"-8" Solving Problems (SODAS Method)
Identify the problem Situation.
Consider the Options for the situation.
List the Disadvantages and Advantages of each option.
Choose a Solution and follow through.

DO YOU KNOW that overtired children are not at their best in the classroom nor are they on their best behavior? A study in
Pediatrics found a lack of sleep affects areas of the brain that control a child’s attention span and ability to think clearly.

The following pillow-time guidelines are provided by the National Sleep Foundation:
Kids ages 1&2 require 12 to 14 hours sleep a day. One to three hours can be naps.
Kids ages 3&4 should sleep 11 to 13 hours each night and may still take naps.
Kids ages 5-12 need 10 to 11 hours of sleep every night.
Teenagers 13-18 perform their best at school and in sports if they have 9-10 hours of sleep.

Parents Magazine 10/09



|<:¢m()uxs.“1-'1 mﬁ“ Help Kids Get Organized

From: Family Education Network

TEN WAYS TO HELP YOUR KIDS GET ORGANIZED

Developing good organizational skills is a key ingredient for success in school and in life. Although some people by nature are more
organized than others, anyone can put routines and systems in place to help a child ‘get it together.” Here’s a list of strategies that
you can use to help your child get— and keep—his life under control.

1. Use checklists.

Help your child get into the habit of keeping a “to-do” list. Use checklists to post assignments, household chores, and reminders
about what materials to bring to class. Your child should keep a small pad or notebook dedicated to listing homework assignments.
Crossing completed items off the list will give him a sense of accomplishment.

2. Organize homework assignments.
Before beginning a homework session, encourage your child to number assignments in the order in which they should be done. She
should start with one that’s not too long or difficult, but avoid saving the longest or hardest assignments for last.

3. Designate a study space.

Your child should study in the same place every night. This doesn’t have to be a bedroom, but it should be a quiet place with few
distractions. All school supplies and materials should be nearby. If your young child wants to study with you nearby, too, you’ll be
better able to monitor his progress and encourage good study habits.

4. Set a designated study time.

Your child should know that a certain time every day is reserved for studying and doing homework. The best time is usually not
right after school— most children benefit from time to unwind first. Include your child in making this decision. Even if she doesn’t
have homework, the reserved time should be used to review the day’s lessons, read for pleasure, or work on an upcoming project.

5. Keep organized notebooks.

Help your child keep track of papers by organizing them in a binder or notebook. This will help him review the material for each
day’s classes and to organize the material later to prepare for tests and quizzes. Use dividers to separate class notes, or color-code
notebooks. Separate “to do” and “done” folders help organize worksheets, notices, and items to be signed by parents, as well as pro-
vide a central place to store completed assignments.

6. Conduct a weekly clean-up.
Encourage your child to sort through book bags and notebooks on a weekly basis. Old tests and papers should be organized and kept
in a separate file at home.

7. Create a household schedule.

Try to establish and stick to a regular dinnertime and a regular bedtime. This will help your child fall into a pattern at home. Chil-
dren with a regular bedtime go to school well-rested. Try to limit television-watching and computer play to specific periods of time
during the day.

8. Keep a master calendar.

Keep a large, wall-sized calendar for the household that lists the family’s commitments, schedules for extracurricular activities, days
off from school, and major events at home and at school. Note dates when your child has big exams or due dates for projects. This
will help family members keep track of each other’s activities and avoid scheduling conflicts.

9. Prepare for the day ahead.
Before your child goes to bed, he should pack schoolwork and books in a book bag. The next day’s clothes should be laid out with
shoes, socks, and accessories. This will cut down on morning confusion and allow your child to prepare quickly for the day ahead.

10. Provide needed support while your child is learning to become more organized.
Help your child develop organizational skills by photocopying checklists and schedules and taping them to the refrigerator. Gently
remind her about filling in calendar dates and keeping papers and materials organized. Most important, set a good example.

Adapted from “Tips for Developing Organizational Skills In Children” by the Coordinated Campaign for Learning Disabilities (CCLD). Call 1-
888-478-6463 for important resources and information about learning disabilities.



Generations of Faith — Sunday, Dec. 6

All are invited to a Generations of Faith event on Sunday, December 6 from 6:00-8:10 p.m. in St. James’ Parish Center. We
will have spaghetti, bread, and salad at 6:00 followed by a presentation by parishioner Ruth Leacock at 7:00. Childcare for
little ones and activities for school-age students will be offered at 7:00 also. 7th and 8th Graders can earn service hours by
helping with the children.

Ruth's Presentation - Living with Simplicity and Trust in a Culture of More: Americans are famous for their stuff and
their busyness. Yet they are often less happy than their counterparts in the developing world. Ruth Leacock has a Masters de-
gree in Christian Spirituality and has lived and worked in Uganda. She will help us examine our stuff, our busyness, the psy-
chology behind advertising and how to discern what we are really looking for. The presentation will incorporate prayer, song,
discussion, as well as poignant and funny stories of Africa. R.S.V.P. to Jo Kusek, 572-0369 or jokusek@creighton.edu

The Miracle of St. Jeanne Jugan

At 7:00 p.m. on Monday, December 7, Dr. Edward Gatz and his wife, Jeanne, will be in St. Elizabeth Ann’s Parish Center to
tell the story of the miracle that led to the recent canonization of St. Jeanne Jugan. Dr. Gatz was diagnosed with cancer of the
esophagus in 1989. Seven or eight weeks after his surgery, some visible symptoms associated with cancer disappeared and Dr.
Gatz had a sense of something leaving him. Come and learn about St. Jeanne Jugan and the importance of prayer. Childcare
will be offered in the nursery; cookies and punch will be served. A free-will offering will be collected for the Little Sisters of
the Poor, Kansas City. (Jo Kusek, 572-0369)

@ Triple Value!
Our Family Labels for Learning

From now until December 2nd, St. James/Seton School will earn 15 cents for each Our Family UPC code submitted!

i

69204%" 4

Our Family UPCs begin with the prefix 70253.

Over 20,000 Our Family products are available for purchase at local Bag ‘N Save & No Frills Supermarkets.
Use your H.O.P.E. certificates!

Please clip your UPCs, and send them to school with your student by Tuesday, December 1st!

Questions? Call Linda Lytle (431-9790). Thank you!

Great News!!
SJS collected 4,000 Ibs. of food for the Omaha Food Bank. The collection was sponsored by the Junior High Student Senate.
Thanks to the generous donations of our families, many local families will have a better holiday season.


mailto:jokusek@creighton.edu
http://www.nashfinch.com/about_lflprogram.html

News from YOUR Home and School Association
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“OF  Calling All BAKERS Shoe Drive &
We hear you make wonderful cookies! Care to share? While most of the world does not have one adequate
HSA is sponsoring a Holiday Cookie Thank You Cam- pair of shoes, Americans have an abundance of footwear
paign. We will donate the cookie trays on behalf of sitting idle in our closets. SJS is excited to partner with
SJS. We are asking all SJS bakers to please share Soles4Souls shoe charity, for our first-time-ever SHOE
your skills, time and favorite holiday cookies. We need DRIVE. Gather your gently worn footwear and set them
2 DOZEN cookies from each baker. We have many aside until the Collection period of Jan 4-14th. More in-
trays to assemble and deliver. PLEASE BRING formation to come.

YOUR COOKIES TO THE SJ PARISH CENTER on
MONDAY, DEC.7th by 9:00AM.

Happenings....

The Christmas Cheer collection has ended and the staff will receive HOPE gift certificates from the SJS families. Gift cer-
tificate values were significantly reduced due to fewer donations. The HSA members in attendance at the 11/16 meeting
voted to subsidize $300 in order to continue this tradition. Certified teachers will receive $50 certificates and the staff will
receive $25 certificates. Thank you to all who donated. Merry Christmas!

FAN Club nights have been successful. The Feed a Need program has earned over $800 since August. We are happy to
report that our newest members- Putting Plus Miniature Golf, Mangia Italiana and Hong Hing were very accommodating!
Please remember, these funds go toward field trip transportation expenses. Thank you for supporting this program.

EF A RS
[ L o
TONIGHT
Your Eagles Wings committee has been very busy- birthday wishes continue to be delivered daily and monthly staff
lunches served. The first week of school staff breakfast of bagels and juice were a hit. Peg Phillips and her team did a great

job providing lunch and snacks for the staff during parent-teacher conferences. Karen Jonas and Heather Young keep the
Eagle flying and our staff fed! Great job.

The Classroom Sponsorship funds provided a spooktacular treat for the entire student body on Halloween! Students
enjoyed doughnuts and drinks. Our Class Performance committee provided our 5th Grade "Go West" actors and actresses a
golden, chocolatety treat after their evening performance.

Our Family UPC's need to be turned into

! .
KP’M school no later than NOV. 30th. Catholic Schools Week 2010

Upcoming Events \ @ : Home and School will sponsor two CSW events
12/2  RUNZA (2 locations) omaesroRlE - the week of Jan.31-Feb. 5. We will kick-off the

12/7  Cookie Campaign week with a rollin good time at SKATE DAZE.
12/15 Hollywood Diner .
1/4-1/14 Shoe Drive Then we will sponsor our FAMILY FELLOWSHIP

. Night on 2/5. Plan to join your fellow SJS families
112 Matt's Grill for a hearty Chili Supper (Hot Dog dinners also
1721 Godfather's Night available), tasty baked goods, good music, and
1/25  HSA Meeting 7:00 PM most of all, family time!! Bernadine Cutsor is our
1/29  Product Partner Collection (Box Tops etc) coordinator. More info coming soon.

1/31  CSW Event @ Skate Daze

2/5  CSW Family Fellowship Night




